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The Great Image of 
Daniel Chapter Two 

“And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchad-
nezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith 
his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 
Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and 
the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, 
for to shew the king his dreams. So, they came and 
stood before the king.” (Daniel 2:1, 2). 

In the second year of the reign of king Nebuchadnezzar 
(605 B.C.), the mightiest of the Babylonian kings, was he 
greatly troubled by a dream of the night, so much so that he 
awoke. His mind was troubled over what he had just seen in 
the dream, yet he could not recall the dream to mind. In dis-
tress, the king in haste called in the wise men in his kingdom 
reputed for wisdom and skill in the arcane arts, and de-
manded of them to tell him both the dream and its meaning. 

These wise men of Babylon, called in haste in the middle of 
the night, were wholly unprepared for the king’s demand, 
and sought by cunningly devised words to buy time for them-
selves, in order that they might come up with smooth words 
for the king. 

 King Nebuchadnezzar, who was himself a man of keen 
perception, saw through the hollow pretensions of these sup-
posed wise men of his kingdom, who claimed knowledge of 
secret things, and the ability to foretell and interpret the fu-
ture. The king perceived that their boasted knowledge was 
but a cloak, and that by seeking from him the details of the 
dream, they were intending to flatter him with a favorable in-
terpretation. He saw through the veneer of their boasted wis-
dom, and perceived that they were only seeking to appease 
him, until they could come up with an interpretation that 
would please him, and secure for themselves gifts and honor. 
When the king perceived their perfidy, he was moved with 
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indignation against all the wise men of his kingdom, and 
promptly sentenced all of them to death. 

Yet this was all according to the Lord’s providence. For the 
Lord God in his perfect wisdom, had foreseen such a result, 
and had placed his servant Daniel in the right place and at the 
right time for just such a crisis. 

When Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, came to Dan-
iel’s quarters in order to carry out the king’s decree, he was 
met with the innocent, yet earnest query, 

“Why is the decree so hasty from the king?” Verse 15 

God in his mercy, moved upon the heart of this captain of 
the king’s guard, and he explained the nature of the king’s 
dream, his demand of the wise men, their trickery, and the 
king’s subsequent command to slay the wise men. 

In faith Daniel went in before the king, and made a request 
for time, with the promise that he would show the king the 
interpretation of his dream. Upon returning home, Daniel 
called together his three friends, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mis-
hael, and they sought the Lord together in prayer, that he 
would show them the meaning of the king’s dream. In answer 
to their faith, the God of heaven revealed to Daniel in his own 
dream that night both what king Nebuchadnezzar had 
dreamed and its meaning. Immediately upon awaking Daniel 
thanked God for his mercy, and said: 

“Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his: 21 and he changeth the times 
and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up 
kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge 
to them that know understanding: 22 he revealeth the 
deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the dark-
ness, and the light dwelleth with him. 23 I thank thee, 
and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and might, and hast made known 
unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast 
now made known unto us the king’s matter.” Daniel 
2:20-23 



3 
 

In confidence Daniel made his way to the palace of the 
great king, and was ushered in before him, and presented to 
Nebuchadnezzar his dream together with the interpretation. 

This dream and its interpretation form the basis or founda-
tion upon which all the subsequent visions of Daniel are 
based. Thus, we have, as it were, a rough outline of the history 
of those nations among which God’s people should dwell, be-
ginning in the days of Daniel, and bringing us to the close of 
this earth’s history. 

It may seem odd to us at first that God would give a dream 
of such importance regarding the future of mankind to such 
a wicked, heathen king as Nebuchadnezzar, yet God is perfect 
in his wisdom, and his ways are right. 

“He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways 
are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just 
and right is he.” Deuteronomy 32:4 

Had this dream been given to the prophet Daniel instead 
of the heathen king, the likelihood that either Daniel or his 
God would ever have come to the king’s attention or to the 
attention of the people of Babylon is highly doubtful. Daniel 
would never have been placed in the position of trust as the 
king’s privy counselor, where his godly influence could do 
the greatest good. Thus, we can see that all things truly work 
together for good to them who trust in God and desire to mag-
nify his name before all men, as did Daniel. 

Now let us take a moment to consider the dream of this 
king Nebuchadnezzar which God gave unto him. 

The prophet Daniel begins by telling the king what he saw: 

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, 
stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 32 
This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 his 
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 
Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron 
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and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the 
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, bro-
ken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them: and the stone 
that smote the image became a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth.”  Verses 31-35 

The dream is simple in both its symbols and their signifi-
cance. The great image which the king saw was in the form of 
a man, and thus represented the successive kingdoms of men, 
which were to bear rule over God’s people on the earth to the 
close of time. As the image was made up of five divisions, so 
the history of God’s people would be found among the five 
nations or kingdoms which should rule over them to the close 
of time. 

The first four divisions or parts of this image—the head, 
chest & arms, belly & thighs, and legs—were represented by 
four metals: gold, silver, brass, and iron. The fifth, or the toes, 
was represented by a mixture of clay and iron. 

Let’s now take a brief look at the nations thus represented 
by this great image. 

The first and chiefest of these kingdoms was fitly repre-
sented by the head of gold, and was interpreted by Daniel to 
be the first and great king and his kingdom of Babylon: 

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of 
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children 
of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of 
the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 
made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of 
gold.” Verses 37-38 

This kingdom ruled over God’s people from 606 B.C. to the 
year 538 B.C., when it was succeeded by the chest & arms and 
belly & thighs—one of silver, and another of brass. Their his-
tory is briefly mentioned as follows: 
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 “And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior 
to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth.” Verse 39 

 These two kingdoms, though not named by the prophet, 
are the two mighty kingdoms which followed after Babylon, 
and ruled over God’s people. The first, or chest & arms, was 
the kingdom of Medes and Persians, which ruled from 538 to 
331 B.C., and was followed in turn by the kingdom of Grecia 
or Macedon, established by Alexander the Great, which ruled 
“over all the earth” from 331 to 167 B.C., when it was con-
quered and supplanted by the fourth kingdom, represented 
by the legs of Iron: 

 “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: for-
asmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break 
in pieces and bruise.” Verse 40 

Thus, is introduced the strongest of these kingdoms, as 
iron is stronger than are brass, silver, or gold. This kingdom 
of iron is representative of that kingdom which conquered the 
kingdom of brass, and before whom all before it were broken 
in pieces and subdued. That kingdom was the mighty king-
dom of Rome, who conquered the then known world, and 
ruled over God’s people for the next 600 years, from 167 B.C. 
to 476 A.D. 

The fifth, and last of these earthly kingdoms, was repre-
sented by the toes, which were ten in number. Thus, the 
prophet saw that when the fourth kingdom came to its end, 
its territory and power would be conquered and ruled by ten 
kings or kingdoms. These ten kingdoms were represented by 
a mixture of clay and iron, thus denoting that there would be 
in some of them the strength of Rome, while others the weak-
ness of clay. Because the toes are an extension of the legs, and 
contained, at least in part, its iron, we should expect that 
Rome, in some form, would continue in part, in these ten toes. 
We will see more on this when we come to the vision of chap-
ter seven. 
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There is also the strange combination of the clay and iron, 
and as clay and iron do not mix, so we must understand that 
these kings and their kingdoms would seek by intermarriage 
to unite, yet their efforts would prove as unsuccessful as iron 
mixed with clay. Said the prophet: 

“And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of 
potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle them-
selves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave 
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.” 
Verses 41-43 

These ten kings began their rule in 476 A.D., and have con-
tinued to rule down to our day. Yet the prophet tells us: 

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other peo-
ple, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” Verse 44 

Thus, the last of these kingdoms, represented by a “stone 
cut out without hands,” would, “in the days of these kings”, 
smite the image upon its feet, utterly destroying it. The de-
struction of all earthly kingdoms is here symbolically repre-
sented, and the beginning of God’s eternal kingdom. 

The stone is said to be the kingdom set up by God, but what 
is a kingdom without a king? Who then is the king whom God 
has set over all the kingdoms of this world? 

“Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I 
will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inher-
itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos-
session. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
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shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Psalm 
2:6-9 

This King of kings and Lord of lords, is none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God; for consider the words of 
Jesus himself, 

“And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be bro-
ken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him 
to powder.” Matthew 21:44 

Thus, we are left with the thrilling thought, that in the days 
of these kings, the very kings under which we now live, shall 
the God of heaven send forth his Son to smite the nations of 
this earth, and deliver his people from the bondage and per-
secution of those wicked nations that have borne rule over 
them! 

We have been “in the days of these kings” for over 1,500 
years, and it is certain that their days must soon be numbered. 
Think about it, that great day, the day of God’s wrath, and the 
day of his salvation is near, even at the door! How much then 
does it now behoove us to seek by faith and repentance an 
entrance into the kingdom of his dear Son? There is yet time, 
dear friend for you to fall upon that rock, and be broken, and 
receive the forgiveness of your sins. O, but do not delay, for 
we know not when that stone shall descend from heaven, and 
bring to an end forever both sin and sinners. 

It is my earnest prayer that that day will find you num-
bered among the redeemed of God. Won’t you then bow with 
me in a word of prayer? 

Our Father in heaven, I thank you dear Lord, that you have 
not left us in darkness, but have given us light through your 
prophecies, showing us the nearness of the return of your 
dear Son Jesus. Father, we desire a place in your kingdom, 
and humbly repent of our sins, which are many. Please accept 
our humble confession, and forgive our sins against you for 
the sake of Christ Jesus, who shed his precious blood to pay 
for our sins. Fit us by your grace for a place in your kingdom. 
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Prepare our hearts, that they may be right before you, and that 
we may be ready to meet you in glory, when your Son comes 
in the clouds of heaven to take us home. 

Thank you, dear Father, for hearing and answering our 
prayer! For we pray all in the precious name of your dear Son, 
Jesus, our Lord and soon coming Savior. Amen! 
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